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BY NORMAN HARDIE 

ECAUSE of appalling summer weather, the list of ascents of New 
Zealand mountains is a very thin document this year. Many 
cross-country parties were overdue for days owing to swollen 

rivers. Deaths occurred from drowning, avalanche and an unusual 
intruder, wind. A heavy man in a sleeping bag was plucked out of a 
snow hollow he had dug beside three others, and fell to his death. The 
survivors had taken the precaution of roping themselves to their ice
axes. 

As the great majority of Jew Zealand businesses, trades and profes
sions close down completely between Christmas Eve and about January 
10, this is the time when there is normally feverish activity in the moun
tains. Hardly one good climb was done in this period. Early in Decem
ber, at a time which is popular for the face-climbers, a new high-level 
traverse including the three highest peaks of the country was completed 
by a young pair, D. Winter and N. Harrison. Earlier still two students, 
three days before their final examinations, disappeared on the Caroline 
face of Mount Cook. This accident caused rumblings among rangers 
and administrators concerning questions faced previously in some 
other countries. Should rangers (or guides) be expected to do rescue 
work on certain face routes ? Can a National Park afford to allow its 
staff to spend one thousand man hours a season on rescue work ? Should 
some faces be banned ? So far there is no firm answer to any of these 
questions. The main development has been the formation of specialised 
rescue groups with Austrian equipment, based in three main cities, 
hoping to lift some of the burden from Park Board staff. 

Another National Park has been formed and it includes a slice of the 
bigger Otago mountains. Climbers appear to do most of the work in 
the formation of such parks, but they are finding they then run against 
restrictions on hut building and some absurdities about the felling of 
imported trees to make a desert, in places too severe in climate for a 
New Zealand tree to grow. 

While these small. rumblings cause plenty of topic for discussion in 
the huts, a bigger issue loomed more heavily this year. It has been with 
us for a long time but this year commercial interests and Government 
departments have been slanging each other in public hearings of a 
Commission looking into the destruction of deer and other imported 
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animals. These creatures have been in such great numbers that forestry 
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experts and back country farmers have been worried for years about the 
erosion advances and the depletion of sheep-grazing areas. These 
interests want the deer removed, while the shooting clubs want their 
sports retained. ow a few businessmen have revealed that they earn 
great numbers of dollars in taking American tourists on New Zealand 
safaris. In recent years a flourishing trade has developed in the export 
of venison, carried to its embarkation port with the assistance of light 
aircraft or jet boat. The meat is often in shocking condition, having had 
bullet holes and flies polluting it for three or four days before it reaches 
the freezer. Yet we are told it is a great delicacy when served in Germany 
and other countries. 

Mountain clubs have tried to remain neutral in this long struggle 
but they are finding they are being forced into a definite policy; and it 
usually lines up with the groups who wish to maintain the forests in 
their uneroded condition. As a measure of the number of animals in
volved, a recent unofficial estimate stated that a year's kill would amount 
to about 13o,ooo deer; 4o,ooo goats; 6,ooo chamois; I ,ooo thar; 1o,ooo 
pigs; zo,ooo wallabies, and perhaps zo,ooo opossums; nota small problem. 

New Zealanders are again in the majority in Sir Edmund Hillary's 
1964 Expedition and some very good climbers and writers are emerging 
from this group. lVIore Antarctic mountains in the Ross Dependency 
are .climbed and mapped each year with the assistance of American 
transport, which operates through Christchurch in direct flights to a 
point just three miles from the main New Zealand permanent base. 
The Andes are again the objective of a New Zealand party. 

Preparations are now well under way for a boat voyage to the Southern 
Indian Ocean, where a party hopes to climb the volcano, Big Ben, on 
Heard Island. The ship will be under the control of H. W. Tilman \vith 
Warwick Deacock as leader. Two others who have previously appeared 
in these Notes are C. K . Putt and P. Temple, for their climbs in New 
Guinea. We look forward to a detailed account by one of the author
packed crew in next year's journals . 
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